
Honors Human Anatomy and Physiology  

Information and Policies 2020 - 2021 
 

Instructor:  Mr. Hays         Room: L308 

Planning Periods: 3A, 1B, and 2B 

Office Phone: 720-886-6678 

Email: whays@cherrycreekschools.org (I will get back to you very quickly via email) 

  

COURSE THEMES THROUGH THE YEAR: 

• PREPARE YOU TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN A COLLEGE ENVIRONMENT 

• SCIENCE AS A PROCESS 

• RELATIONSHIP OF STRUCTURE TO FUNCTION 

• REGULATION  (Homeostasis) 

• INTERDEPENDENCE OF BODY SYSTEMS 

• HEALTH VS. DISEASE 

• SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND SOCIETY 

• THE DEVELOPMENT AND PRACTICE OF INTELLECTUAL CHARACTER (intellectual autonomy, 

grit, courage, integrity, perseverance, and empathy). 

 

GRADING POLICIES: 

Grading in this course will focus not only on accumulated, acquired content knowledge; it will also focus on 

specific learning and performance objectives. This means both content AND skills will be assessed. 

 

• FORMATIVE PRACTICE WORK –  not calculated in final grade but tracked in PowerSchool 

Formative practice is designed to focus instruction and provide feedback. Data from this formative work is 

used to decide how to move through a given topic along with which content and skills need additional 

practice and review. Students use formative practice to measure progress towards achieving mastery and 

evaluate the development of intellectual perseverance.  Formative work will be completed both in class and at 

home and is effectively practice in acquiring and demonstrating understanding, and as such, carry no weight 

towards the overall grade.  However, doing all the formative practice for the whole semester can influence 

your letter grade at semester’s end.  Remember: practice is not an option!   

 

Expect some form of formative practice to be completed every class / night.  This work could include: 

➢ Summary A Day (S.A.D.) from Video Lecture 

▪ You will be expected to review and consolidate the material from each night’s video 

lecture.  In order to complete your S.A.D., begin by actually watching the lecture video.  

Focus should be given to the connections seen with previous material, the notes 

questions for each video as well as synthesis of new content.  This is a good time to 

record potential questions you might have or areas you need clarified.  I will provide 

time for you to ask these questions each day to begin class.  S.A.D.s will be stamped and 

recorded each day for completeness.   

NOTE: Superior S.A.D.s may be used as a part of your multiple choice or labeling curve 

materials. 

➢ Formative labs and activities 

➢ Practical Application Readings (PARs) 

➢ Quizzes 
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• SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS – 80% of semester grade 

Summative assessments are used to demonstrate mastery and proficiency in the understanding of course 

content, overarching themes, and science practices. Summative assessments will vary in length and 

importance depending upon the amount of content being assessed. These are often the final products of a 

large laboratory investigation, taking several days to complete, or unit exams. 

 

➢ Exam Information – Each unit exam series will have up to five exam formats: 

▪ Practical Exam: Identifying anatomical and physiological features of the human and 

mammalian body. 

▪ Lab Exam: Application of content and skills gained during laboratory activities. 

▪ Multiple Choice Exam: Demonstration of understanding focused on course lecture.  

▪ Labeling Exam: Identification of structures on diagrams. 

▪ Written Exam: Describe, compare, interpret, and synthesis of all content covered in the 

unit. 

 

➢ Every part of an exam will be curved or scaled.  Sometimes you will have to earn this curve, 

and sometimes the exam will be automatically scaled.   

 

• FINAL EXAM – 20% of semester grade 

➢ This is a comprehensive final exam over all material from the given semester.  Not the entire 

year for semester 2.   

 

Curve and Scale for Exams   

• In order to receive the ½ root curve outlined in your workbook, you must produce a thorough study 

material to be turned in the day of the exam.  Most traditionally this is accomplished with notecards, 

student generated study outlines, and diagram guides.  I must stress that the study materials must be 

comprehensive (that is, addressing every section of the current unit) and thorough (provides 

students with ample practice answering questions related to the content).  I am interested in this aid 

being of use to you, so if you have a method of studying that suits you, tell me!  We will discuss the aid 

that works best for you and how you can hand that in to earn the curve.  Two curve study materials 

will need to be produced for each lecture exam. One will apply to the multiple choice and one will 

apply to the labeling portions of the exam.  You will need to produce a separate curve for the practical 

portion of each exam when applicable.  

  

• The second curve (single root curve) only applies to the multiple choice portion of the exam and is 

earned by doing test corrections.  If you choose to reassess on the multiple choice portion of the exam, 

you will take an alternate form of the original exam.  You will be eligible to earn full credit back for the 

assessment, but you will not be eligible receive the single root curve for doing corrections.  Essentially, 

you choose the points from the single root curve OR the points from the reassessment.  Not both.   

 

• Note that you may complete either the study material or corrections in order to receive the ½ root 

curve.  The only way to earn the single root curve on the MC portion of the test is by doing BOTH the 

study material and the corrections.  Also note that there is no such thing as a partial curve.  Study 

materials will be assessed on the parameters outlined above.  If I decide your study material is not 

adequate, you will not receive the curve.  Additionally, I will not take study materials after you take an 

exam.  That would be pointless.  However, if you don’t make one for the initial exam, you will need to 

produce one for the retake if you choose that option. 

 



• No additional work is required to receive the scaled scores for the two written portions of the exam 

series.  Everyone will automatically receive the scaled score.  The scale is determined by the difficulty 

level of the questions in each exam.  Essentially, the harder the questions, the greater the scale.  I spend 

a great deal of time developing these exams so that a fair distribution of questions is given and the 

scale accurately reflects a student’s understanding and mastery of the material.  If you have any 

questions as to how I accomplish this task please let me know. 

 

• The final exams will also receive a scale determined by the difficulty level of the questions contained 

within the exam.  Nothing will need to be submitted to receive this scale.  

 

**Big Picture - There are many reasons students may struggle in this course: missing assignments, absences, 

poor planning, or unexpected obligations. Life happens. Often when it’s least expected and never at a 

convenient time. When life happens, take a deep breath, regroup and make a plan to get back on track.  

Above everything, communicate with Mr. Hays!  He is unable to help if he doesn’t know what is going on 

in your life.  

 

** While effort does not directly calculate into a student’s grade, it has the potential to impact that final 

grade at the end of the semester.  Students who have no missing assignments for the semester will 

automatically pass the class regardless of their current grade. 

 

• CLASS PREPARATION AND PARTICIPATION – not calculated in final grade 

➢ Teacher notes will be kept on student preparation and participation for each unit.  Notes will 

include information on homework completion, participation in class activities or discussions, as 

well as general class behavior and focus. 

➢ While these notes will not directly calculate into a student’s grade, they may be used by the 

instructor at the end of the semester to help determine a student’s semester grade if they are in a 

“borderline” situation. 

 

• REASSESSMENTS / REWRITES 

As learning continues after assessments, new connections or understandings of certain content that were 

previously difficult might be made. More practice might be necessary. Learning may not precisely coincide 

with the schedule of the class. This is why there will be opportunities for all formative and summative 

assessments to be redone or improved. 

 

➢ You will have the opportunity to retake or rewrite every summative assessment.  However, if 

you retake the written exam, the retake will not be scaled.   

➢ You must not be missing any practice work from the unit in order to retake the assessments 

from that unit.   

➢ Students must show me an increased level of understanding for the material before they retake 

an assessment.  This could include producing extra study materials or multiple-choice 

corrections. 

➢ The reassessment will always cover the same material as the original exam.  However, it may 

not be in the same format as the first exam. 

➢ New scores always replace old scores. 

➢ If a student does poorly on a summative assessment, they may drop up to two summative 

assessments each semester.  These drops must be earned by completing an insurance project 

and/or not having any missing work. 

 



NOTES: 

• Notes will be given primarily as video lectures in a “color-coded” format.   

• Students are expected to use the color-coding method for notes for at least the first quarter. 

o Red → vocabulary terms 

o Blue → examples 

o Green → important concepts 

o Black → everything else 

 

ASSIGNMENT COMPLETION: 

ALL students are capable of achieving at high levels by developing a strong intellectual character. It is the goal 

of this course that ALL students demonstrate mastery and proficiency. However, all students learn in different 

ways and at different rates. Further, ideas in biological sciences are highly interconnected and ideas will recur 

consistently throughout the course. By practicing and completing homework with discipline, grit and courage, 

and using the feedback from formative assessments to adjust learning, students should be able to demonstrate 

mastery on any summative assessment.  In order to understand the material we cover, it is very important 

work is completed in a timely manner in the order it was assigned.   

 

• It is vital that you watch the video lectures and complete your S.A.D.s on time.  If you only do one 

thing for this class, this should be it.  It is nearly impossible to pass the class without watching the 

video lectures. 

• Every assignment you are asked to complete in this class will be represented in some form on an exam. 

• It is imperative that work is completed with the goal of understanding the material.  You will not 

receive direct credit for any of your practice work, although your understanding of these assignments 

will be assessed on the unit exams.   

• Assignment completion should not be about just getting the work done.  Time should be spent 

focusing on mastery of the content examined in each assignment.  You can complete every assignment 

in this class and still do poorly on the assessments if you are not spending the time to understand the 

work you are doing. 

• There are many reasons for missing an assignment: an absence, poor planning, or an unexpected 

obligation. Life happens. Often when it’s least expected and never at a convenient time. When life 

happens, take a deep breath, regroup and make a plan to get back on track.  Above everything, 

communicate with Mr. Hays!  He is unable to help if he doesn’t know what is going on in your life.  

• You will NEVER be penalized (loss of points) for late work. 

• I expect you to have all work completed with a high level of understanding by the exam series for a 

given unit.  Failure to do this will greatly impact your ability to perform on the unit exams. 

• If you decide not to complete any work for a unit, that/those assignment(s) must be completed before 

you can reassess on that unit. 

• Work which is submitted late will not receive feedback from the instructor or via self-grading. 

 

**Note:  I enter missing work, regardless of reason (absent or late) as “missing” in PowerSchool. It is calculated 

as a zero until it is handed in, even if the absence is excused.  This includes summative assessment that are not 

taken or turned in on time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



ABSENCES  

• “What did I miss?” → Check your Weekly Schedule, check with your classmates, check Schoology or 

contact Mr. Hays. 

• Don’t ditch class the day of an exam!  It rarely results in increased performance for the students who do 

so.    

 

MAKING UP QUIZZES AND EXAMS: 

• You will always make up quizzes and exams with Mr. Hays.  Not in the resource room. 

• You will have to make up any missing quizzes in order to reassess on that unit.  This needs to be 

completed prior to the date of the unit exam. 

• If you are absent on the day of an exam, you will need to coordinate with Mr. Hays when you will take 

the portions of the exam you missed.   

 

DAILY SUPPLIES: 

• Binder or other organizational device.  You’re an upperclassman, do what works for you! 

• Workbook 

• 4-color pen/markers/highlighters (black, red, green, blue) 

o Red = vocabulary words 

o Black = definitions, general information 

o Blue = examples 

o Green = vital information, know this stuff!! 

• Colored pencils  

• Pencil(s), blue/black ink pen(s) 

• Index Cards (lots of them!)  

 

INSURANCE PROJECT: 

**INSURANCE PROJECTS MAY BE USED TO DROP ONE SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT AT THE END OF 

THE SEMESTER. 

 

ONE OF THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS MAY BE USED AS AN INSURANCE PROJECT: 

• COPY OF CPR CERTIFICATION COMPLETED DURING THE SEMESTER USED. 

o Note: You must attend an in-person class and take a selfie with the dummy. 

• COPY OF FIRST AID CERTIFICATION COMPLETED DURING THE SEMESTER USED. 

o Note: You must attend an in-person class and take a selfie. 

• VOLUNTEER FOR 25 HOURS/SEMESTER AT A HOSPITAL, RETIREMENT HOME, BLOOD BANK, 

HOSPICE, OR OTHER MEDICALLY RELATED FACILITY. 

• READ AN APPROVED SCIENCE FICTION BOOK AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

THOROUGHLY: 

O WHAT ARE THE ANATOMICAL/PHYSIOLOGICAL ISSUES AND/OR CONCEPTS THAT 

ARE IMPORTANT IN UNDERSTANDING THE PLOT? 

O IS THE PLOT BELIEVABLE? DO WE CURRENTLY HAVE THE TECHNOLOGY THAT 

WOULD ALLOW THIS PLOT TO BE A REAL THREAT? OR IS THE PLOT BASED ON THE 

POSSIBILITY OF FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS IN CURRENT TECHNOLOGY? 

O WHAT MESSAGE IS THE AUTHOR TRYING TO GET THE READER TO CONTEMPLATE? 

DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH THE THEME? DEFEND YOUR ANSWER. 

O ARE ANY OF THE MAIN CHARACTERS TORTURED BY DECISION AND CONFLICT? 

HOW IS THE CONFLICT RESOLVED?  



• READ AN APPROVED NON-FICTION SCIENCE BOOK AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING 

QUESTIONS THOROUGHLY: 

O PROVIDE A SUMMARY OF THE BOOK 

O DESCRIBE, IN DETAIL, THE THREE (3) MOST IMPORTANT/INTERESTING THINGS YOU 

LEARNED FROM THE BOOK  

O HOW HAS THIS BOOK HELPED YOU UNDERSTAND ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY 

BETTER? 

• OTHER POTENTIAL PROJECTS (REQUIRE INSTRUCTOR APPROVAL) 

O CREATE A UNIT FOR A HUMAN BODY SYSTEM NOT COVERED IN CLASS 

O FULL IN DEPTH ANALYSIS OF A HUMAN DISEASE  

O MINI-MED SCHOOL 

O DONATE BLOOD WITH WRITE UP (SECOND SEMESTER ONLY) 

 

** NOTE: ALL INSURANCE PROJECTS MUST BE APPROVED AHEAD OF TIME AND SUBMITTED ON 

TIME IF WRITTEN. 
 

CLASSROOM RULES:     

• BE ON TIME 

o Be ready to work when the bell rings.  You will not receive a stamp if you are late for ANY 

reason. 

o Please Note: NO additional time will be given for the quizzes if you are late – BE ON TIME! 

• COME PREPARED 

o Give your very best effort every day in class! 

o Bring your daily supplies  

o Bring completed homework (keep it neat please!) 

o Bring (and share) any questions/comments about the topic being studied 

o Watch the video lectures and complete your SADs 

o Do the readings and review your notes/vocabulary 

• RESPECT ALL PEOPLE AND PROPERTY – College like atmosphere 

o Behave in a positive manner toward everyone in class 

o Listen to AND look at the person talking.  No side conversations.  Especially while I am 

lecturing or giving instructions!  I will ask you to take a break if you are distracting me or the 

group. 

• PARTICIPATE IN ALL CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES AND BE ENGAGED.  ARE YOU GIVING 

YOUR BEST EFFORT? 

o Listen to and contribute to class/group discussions 

o Help in the set-up, performance, and clean-up of all laboratory experiments 

o Do your share of the work in all group activities 

 

When Can You See Me?  

• You can come ask me questions or get help anytime. Extra help is always available! I am here by 7:30 

a.m. if not earlier.  I am normally not available after school.  I am also available during periods 3A, 1B 

and 2B.  Please don’t ever come to class without an assignment done and tell me, “Mr. Hays, I didn’t 

get it.”  There’s not much I can do to help you at that point and this is not acceptable college behavior. I 

can answer most questions via email. If you are stumped on a homework question get in touch with 

me! Please let me know in advance when you are planning to come in so I can make sure I am available 

to see you.   

 



Academic Integrity 

 

• I want to see your work, ideas and level of understanding.  It is time to start transitioning from 

focusing solely on your grade to focusing on your understanding.  I don’t ever want to see ANY work 

that is identical. 

 

• Academic Integrity Statement – In order to instill moral and ethical character in society, students 

pledge to promote both academic and personal integrity through honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 

responsibility. Forms of academic dishonesty are cheating, collusion, fabrication, inappropriate 

collaboration, and plagiarism. CHEATING OR COPYING IN ANY FORM UP TO AND 

INCLUDING THE USE OF PERSONAL TECHNOLOGY WILL NOT BE TOLERATED AND WILL 

RESULT IN A REFFERAL. 

 

 

 


